
 
Hello CLC Community, 
 
We hope you all are doing well and looking forward to a safe return to school in the fall. We 
know that the upcoming school year will present many challenges, but our staff is working 
diligently with local health experts and community stakeholders in order to create a plan that will 
help us prioritize the health and safety of all community members. While circumstances may 
change between now and the beginning of the year, we want to provide you with current 
information and let you know that safety is our first priority. 
 
Below are some initial details from the working draft of our health and safety plan, which will 
continue to be revised this month before being reviewed by our Board on July 22nd. When you 
finish reading the information below, please complete this short survey to help us plan for the 
school year. Thanks for all of your help! 
 
<Survey Link> 
 
Background Information 
We understand that everyone may have different information regarding COVID-19 and want to 
share some of the research that has been provided to us so that we can be a more educated, 
mindful community as we make decisions regarding reopening this fall. Below are some of the 
general findings that there is support for within the scientific community. For more detailed 
information, we recommend that you read through the Pennsylvania Department of Education 
(PDE) considerations. 

● Children may be somewhat less susceptible to infection and spread of the disease, but 
the evidence is not definitive, and reopening schools could contribute to virus spread. 

● Evidence suggests that most children who contract COVID-19 do not experience serious 
symptoms. 

● Risks to adult staff, family, and community members are higher than risks for children 
and adolescents. 

● If concerned, talk to your doctor. (Educators and parents should consult their health care 
providers to assess risks associated with their or their children’s return to school.) 

● Practices such as physical distancing, masking, ventilation, and meeting outdoors can 
reduce COVID-19 transmission. 

 
Based upon these findings, it is clear that the safest option for our community would be to 
continue solely in remote learning mode; however, we understand that for a variety of reasons, 
including students’ social and emotional well being, that would not meet the needs of most.  
 
Ultimately, our plan is to create the most flexibility possible by allowing families to choose 
between in-person or remote learning on a daily basis while Centre County remains in the green 
phase. Each classroom will be equipped with dedicated Zoom iPads that will allow students to 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/midatlantic/pdf/ReopeningPASchools.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/midatlantic/pdf/ReopeningPASchools.pdf


 
attend classes from home as needed. Also, CLC teachers are working to create curriculum that 
can be accessible at home in addition to in the classroom. One example of how we are 
adjusting curriculum is that we have purchased enough robots for half of the students to be able 
to work on them at a time. This will allow students to complete hands-on projects at home in the 
same way that students will be working in the classroom. 
 
Note: If the Centre County designation changes to yellow, CLC will align itself with State College 
Area School District’s plan and transition completely to remote learning. Remote learning will 
include frequent Zoom classes and regular workloads for all subject areas.  
 
Physical Distancing 
Evidence has shown that physical distancing can result in an 80% reduction in the likelihood of 
infection from COVID-19 exposure. Unlike other schools, CLC is in the unique position to be 
able to physically distance students in classrooms with our normal daily student attendance. 
While most schools need to reduce their student population by creating staggered schedules 
(one day on, one day off) in order to properly physically distance students, CLC’s small class 
sizes allow us to physically space student desks so that students remain 6 feet apart from each 
other. CLC teachers have plans in place for maintaining physical distance within each 
classroom, and our maximum classroom capacity will be 15 students for the upcoming school 
year. Our maximum school enrollment will be 75 students, which further mitigates the spread 
and risk of coronavirus compared to most schools. 
 
Mask Wearing 
A systematic review found that wearing face masks can result in a 85 percent decrease in the 
likelihood of infection. These rates can vary based upon factors such as compliance and the 
quality of masks, but it is evident that masks work to slow the spread of the coronavirus. As 
such, and in compliance with the recent Order of the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department 
of Health Requiring Universal Face Coverings, CLC will require face masks to be worn by all 
people within the school building unless a doctor’s note indicates that an individual is not 
medically fit to wear a mask. Students and staff will have the opportunity to remove masks when 
physically distanced outside. 
 
Ventilation 
In the best ventilated rooms, after 30 seconds the number of virus droplets can halve, whereas 
with no ventilation this can take about 5 minutes. Based upon evidence about the efficacy of 
ventilation, we plan to have our windows open whenever possible and window fans moving air 
in and out of classrooms. This will mean less temperature control within our building, but a safer 
environment for all and a lot of fresh air! 
 
Outdoor Usage 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/20200701-SOH-Universal-Face-Coverings-Order.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/20200701-SOH-Universal-Face-Coverings-Order.pdf


 
In China, a study reviewing 318 outbreaks indicated that only a single outbreak occurred in an 
outdoor environment. There is other evidence to support that outdoor environments have a 
much lower risk of virus transmission than indoor environments. CLC plans to buy outdoor 
chairs for all students and any other resources necessary to allow classrooms to move outside 
to complete work and eat lunch. 
 
Lunch 
Unfortunately, CLC will not be able to provide our typical lunch service this upcoming school 
year. We will be able to provide pre-prepared, bag lunches for those who need a school lunch, 
but highly recommend that students bring in their own lunch from home in order to reduce the 
chances of coronavirus spread. Lunches will not be able to be shared, and as we will be eating 
outside as much as possible, microwaves will not be available. 
 
Transportation 
Just as lunches will be limited, so will school transportation this year. While CLC is not directly 
responsible for school transportation, we have heard from local school districts that the number 
of students allowed on a bus will be greatly reduced. Some districts plan on using multiple bus 
runs per day which will get students to school at different times, and some districts will only 
transport some students on some days, but not other days in order to fit with the staggered 
schedules that their districts are creating. If there is any way possible that you do not need to 
rely on school transportation, we highly recommend it. Not only will it be inconvenient, it will also 
not be as safe as providing your own transportation. 
 
Arrival & Dismissal 
All students and staff arriving at CLC will be screened for temperature and other symptoms 
related to COVID-19. For the safety of our community, anyone with symptoms will not be 
allowed in the school without a doctor’s note. Families should screen their children at home, 
consult with their family doctors, and use remote learning on any days that a student 
demonstrates COVID-19 symptoms. We are working on an electronic system for signing in and 
out students that will be accessible on your mobile devices in order to facilitate a no-touch 
process. Only students and staff will be allowed in the school building in order to reduce spread 
of the virus, but our staff will be widely available via phone, email, and through video 
conferencing. 
 
Schedule Changes 
As it currently stands, we anticipate offering in-person instruction four or five days a week with 
the option to choose remote learning any day as desired. Why four days? With many school 
districts considering staggered schedules (half of the students come Monday and Wednesdays 
while half come Tuesdays and Thursdays), we are unsure if transportation limits would allow us 
to meet a full five days a week. 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html#


 
For the days we are in session, in order to limit student mixing during the school day, we are 
planning changes to the Specials program. We are currently in the process of hiring a dedicated 
art teacher, music teacher, and PE teacher to work directly with home teams of students. These 
teachers will also be overseeing the Extended School Program, which will be modified to limit 
student mixing. 
 
Health and Hygiene 
All of the above strategies will help reduce any potential spread of coronavirus through our 
community, but we also need to be mindful of basic health and hygiene practices. In order to 
facilitate the cleaning and sanitization of our facilities, we are hiring a full-time custodian. We will 
also have sanitization stations located in each classroom and throughout the school.  
 
As a community, we all need to be mindful of our health and how that impacts our immune 
system. This is rarely the focus of coronavirus prevention, but important nonetheless. PDE’s 
report cites numbers that indicate sufficient Vitamin D levels may help suppress the severity of 
symptoms. We will promote good health throughout the year and hope you all take your 
vitamins, get outside, and do everything you can to ensure the safety of you, your family, and 
our community. 
 
Feedback 
These are just some details regarding our current plans for ensuring the health and safety of all 
CLC community members. We will continue to revise our formal health and safety plan before 
presenting it to our school board for review on July 22nd. In the meantime, we would appreciate 
any feedback or questions that you may have, so don’t forget to complete the short survey 
below. Thank you! 
 
<Survey Link> 


