
Pandemic Update - June 10, 2020 
 
Last week, PDE issued guidelines for phased reopenings of PA schools. Our expectation is that 
schools, including CLC, will reopen in the fall, but in order to reopen all schools need to create a 
board-approved health and safety plan that meets PDE requirements. Use the link below to 
view PDE guidelines for this plan. 
 
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReop
eningGuidance/K12/Pages/HealthSafetyConsiderations.aspx 
 
CLC staff are acting quickly to put plans in place for a safe reopening in the fall. Our general 
goals for this plan were highlighted in a letter sent to the CLC community today. 

● Prepare for a safe return to our school facility in the fall. 
● Provide opportunities for dynamic, hands-on, project-based learning for students on-site 

and through remote learning. 
● Provide flexibility for families to choose remote learning even if school building is open. 
● Upgrade remote learning plans to include more hands-on components, video 

conferencing opportunities, and inclusion of specials classes. 
● Maintain small school population and small class size to minimize the spread of 

COVID-19. 
● Plan for a variety of contingencies based upon Centre County’s current designation (i.e., 

red, yellow, green) and the best interests of our local community. 
● Implement CDC and PDE health and safety protocols to reduce the risk of transmission 

of COVID-19. 
 
In order to create CLC’s health and safety plan, we have surveyed our school community and 
are forming a pandemic team composed of a variety of stakeholders. Brian Rowan will serve as 
the pandemic coordinator in his new role as CEO and business manager. Mark Toci, CLC’s 
cofounder and most experienced teacher, will serve as a teacher stakeholder. Dr. Kristie 
Kaufman will provide us with medical expertise. She is a local pediatrician who serves on the 
Board of Directors for Mount Nittany Health and is the current chair for Mount Nittany Medical 
Center’s Board of Trustees. Heather Kimble will serve as a parent stakeholder. She is the 
director of Penn State’s Bennett Center, a childcare facility, and will provide unique insights into 
the process of reopening. Gail Boldt will serve as a community representative. Her connections 
throughout the educational community will serve us well during this process. 
 
The CLC staff is meeting weekly this summer to review and discuss our health and safety plan 
in addition to making decisions about changes to the academic day for next school year. Based 
upon the current pandemic, there will be significant changes for CLC next school year. Below 
are a few examples of potential changes based upon the PDE guidelines that we have received 
so far. 

● Regular cleaning, sanitizing, and disinfection will need to be prioritized through 
expanding our custodial services. 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/K12/Pages/HealthSafetyConsiderations.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/K12/Pages/HealthSafetyConsiderations.aspx


● Student movement will need to be limited. This will particularly affect our ESP and 
Specials programs where reduced options and staff will be required to meet PDE 
guidelines and reduce any potential spread of the coronavirus. Considerations will also 
need to be made for delivery of math and ELA instruction. 

● Classrooms will need to be set up for social distancing. Given our class size, this is one 
of the easier requirements and CLC teachers already have plans in place to implement 6 
foot spacing between student seats. 

● Student and staff mask wearing policies need to be written and implemented. Given the 
wide variety of public opinion regarding this topic, careful consideration and thoughtful 
communication will be needed. 

 
These are just a few examples of many possible changes and challenges for next school year. 
With our dedicated staff and the experience of our pandemic team, we are confident that CLC 
will be able to meet any and all challenges to create a safe and dynamic learning environment 
for the students of CLC next school year. We anticipate that our health and safety plan will be 
ready for board approval next month, but would also suggest scheduling the August board 
meeting prior to the scheduled first day of school, August 25, 2020, in order to approve or revise 
any additional plans, policies, or protocols needed for next school year. 
 
 
 


